
Otterford Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 11 June 2019 at 19.30 hrs.

Present: OPC Councillors Mike Canham(Chairman), Steve Campbell (Vice Chairman), Charlie Field,  
Lucy Montgomery and Phil Wright; SCC Councillor John Thorne, SWATDC Councillor Ross Henley, one 
parishionerand the Clerk.

Item Detail Action

Community Time 
Mr Godsmark reported on the conservation area in the playing field: there were signs 
that the number of plant species had increased and he was pleased with progress. He 
had produced an update for the conservation group noticeboard but was having trouble 
with the lock.  He would let the Clerk know if he couldn’t overcome this.
  
Reports from other organisations:

Report from SCC Cllr John Thorne:
• Finances – the underspend on last year’s budget is now £5.9 million (less than 2% of 
SCC’s total spend). Although this resulted in cuts to vital services last year, this year 
there was more money available than anticipated.  
• Prevention Fund - £1 million is available in a ‘Prevention Fund’; this will be used to pay 
for council and community projects which help to prevent or reduce issues, problems, 
and needs to prevent future demands on services and improve people’s lives improved.
• Health & Wellbeing Fund – Each councillor will have a £2,000 fund from the above. 
Now re-named the ‘Members Improving Lives Grant Scheme’ it will be open for bids from
September 1 to November 30. The aim is to help communities develop activities which 
encourage people to join together, eg projects to reduce loneliness and isolation, 
encourage gardening or healthy eating, anything that helps improve emotional health 
and wellbeing.    
• Broadband –  CDS has given Gigaclear to end of July to produce plans acceptable to it 
and the Government. CDS has separately advised it is opening up its Community 
Challenge Fund to more communities, where they help local communities to come up 
with their own broadband solution. They are also looking at the Government’s Rural 
Gigabit Connectivity initiative, where the Government funds a broadband ‘hub’ in remote 
areas on a public building such as a school and then commercial providers can 
piggyback onto it and gradually expand provision. 
• Park and Ride –  There has been another traveller incursion at Henlade; an injunction 
was obtained and they then removed themselves. Cllr Thorne has raised concerns about
these repeated incursions, and pressed for physical/permanent measures to prevent or 
severely restrict them in future. 
• Resurfacing programme – This year’s road resurfacing plans are nearing completion 
ready to be started on June 24. There will be 68 resurfacing schemes over two months - 
17 on principal roads and 51 on non-principal roads - totalling 22 miles, plus two flood 
related re-surfacing schemes. In addition, there will be surface dressing at 152 separate 
locations totalling 148 miles of roads. The total budget for this work is £14.5 million. The 
verge cutting programme for A and B roads has been completed and C and D roads will 
be completed by July 26. 
• A358 – The official announcement from Highways England about cuts to major road 
schemes will be later in the summer, but it seems likely that none of the three A303 
projects (Stonehenge, Sparkford, and A358 Ilminster-Taunton) were at risk. 

SWAT Cllr Ross Henley:
- he had asked for a full report on current plans for Otterford B. He remained 
opposed to its designation as a transit site for travellers.  In the meantime the 
illegal squatter was still in situ although he understood that action was being 
taken to remove him from the site.
- he had investigated with SWAT officers and reported that there seemed a 
reluctance to pursue legal action against Star Tyres without ‘more evidence’;  He
was asked if SWAT could provide an example of the sort of evidence which 



would be acceptable (given that some parishioners had actually seen the tyres 
being dumped, and reported it), Cllr Henley agreed he would invite one of the 
officers to attend a future OPC meeting to explain their policy vis a vis 
prosecution for fly tipping. 
- Cllr Henley had been appointed Portfolio Holder for Corporate Resources
- Cllr Henley was now SWAT’s member on the AONB management board and 
the Blackdown Hills Parish Network and had also attended a Blackdoewn Hills 
Transition Group meeting
- the SWAT voluntary redundancy scheme had had such a good uptake that the 
Council was now short of staff in many areas, including the DLO.  The scheme 
had cost £6m so far.  
 

RH

1. Apologies
None.

2. Declarations of Interest 
1. Cllr Canham is a member of the Otterford Parish Hall Committee
2. Cllr Canham is a Trustee of the Otterford Charity
3. Cllr Field, employed in the SCC Corporate Property Group, declared an interest in 
Otterford B discussions.
There were no further Declarations of Interest in agenda items that accord with any 
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (s31 & 33 of the Localism Act 2011).

3. Meeting of 14 May

3.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed. 

3.2 Matters Arising:

3.2.1 Bridleway – the ITT had been issued with a closing date of 21 June. One tender had 
been received so far, a second company has advised it will tender. Clerk to arrange a 
meeting between Cllrs Field and Canham and Peter Hobley of SCC once the bids had 
been received. 
 

Clerk

3.2.2 Salt bins – Clerk to arrange a date and time with Cllr Field for the broken bin by the hall 
to be emptied and the salt transferred to the new bin. Other Cllrs to be advised. Clerk

3.2.3 Fly tipping in the Goyle – see above (Cllr Henley’s report). 

3.2.4 Corfe Hill fingerpost -  still awaiting repair by Cllr Wright’s contact. PW

3.2.5 Playing fields 6 monthly inspection – the Clerk had placed a work order with the Parish 
Handyman (SS) for the work identified at the inspection.  

3.2.6 First Aid training – most of the existing certificate holders were keen to attend, plus a few
others and the Clerk was attempting to find a mutually acceptable date for the course. 

Clerk

3.2.7 Waterhayes Lane – Cllr Wright still to dig out gullies and speak to the landowners about 
ditches.

PW

3.2.8 Footpath signs – the work refurbishing the signs would begin tomorrow..

3.2.9 Printed planning applications – SWAT appeared to have belatedly consulted parish 
councils and held some workshops.  However, they were still going to withdraw printed 
applications from 1 August.   

Clerk to 
spk to 
RH 

3.2.10 ACVs – The Clerk had re-nominated the Bishopswood Chapel to the ACV Officer at 
SWAT. Cllrs Canham and Campbell to meet with Candlelight owners. 

Clerk
MC/SC

4. Planning



4.1 New, refused or withdrawn or granted applications: none

5. Other Matters –

5.1 Holman Clavel Insurance renewal – the Clerk circulated a paper.  It was agreed to select 
Towergate/Zurich Insurance, who offered a significantly lower quote but with the same 
cover as the other quotes.
  

Clerk

6. Correspondence 
Noted.  No action.

7.   Financial matters

7.1 Monthly financial summary – noted. 

7.2 Payment of invoices – agreed. 

8. Any Other Business

8.1 Cllr Canham advised that the Parish Hall Committee were keen to install a 999 telephone
outside the hall. The OPHC Treasurer would come to the next PC meeting to discuss. 
 

9. Date & Time of next meeting:   
Tuesday 9 July at 7.30pm, in the Wright Room, Otterford Parish Hall.


